Summary on Washoe Meadows State Park

Issue

California State Parks & Recreation Department proposes to restore a reach of the Upper Truckee River next to Washoe Meadows State Park.  As part of the river restoration project, the Parks Department proposes to move up to 9 holes of a golf course into Washoe Meadows State Park.  This would fragment the park, disrupt wildlife habitat and place golf course fairways along an additional reach of the Upper Truckee River, bracketing the river on one side or the other through the entire Park.
Geographical location and size

Washoe Meadows State Park is 620 acres of meadows, wetlands, forest, and bogs along the Upper Truckee River near South Lake Tahoe at the base of the escarpment leading to Echo Summit.

Located near Washoe Meadows State Park (but mostly on the east side of the Upper Truckee River) is Lake Valley State Recreation Area, containing a golf course.

Park Formation

In the 1970’s developers sought approval to build a housing development where the park is now located.  A lawsuit ensued and in 1984, in order to save this matchless ecosystem, the California State Legislature authorized the state to “acquire as state lands an environmentally sensitive parcel of approximately 777 acres of land comprising wetlands, meadows, and wildlife habitat for the purpose of protecting an unique and irreplaceable watershed…”  California State Parks (CSP) acquired land next to the Upper Truckee River that included the existing Lake Tahoe Golf Course and defined it as Lake Valley State Recreation Area (SRA). The remaining land was classified as state park and named Washoe Meadows State Park to honor the indigenous people who called it their ancestral home.
Background

The golf course, built in the 1950’s, is too close to the river and wetland area.  Continued golf course operation with fairways located along the river’s edge has resulted in more sediment flowing into the Upper Truckee River and into Lake Tahoe.
In 2006 a project titled ”Upper Truckee River Restoration and Golf Course Relocation Project” was announced to the public;  a Notice of Preparation (NOP) was issued by the Tahoe Regional Planning Agency (TRPA).  The project, affecting Lake Valley State Recreation Area and Washoe Meadows State Park, was to be preceded by a Draft Environmental Impact Report (EIR)/ Environmental Impact Statement (EIS).

The Alternatives are:

1. No Project/No Action:  The river, golf course and park would remain unchanged.

2. River Ecosystem Restoration with 18-hole Regulation Golf Course:  The river would be restored and up to nine holes of the golf course would be relocated within the state park. 

3. River Ecosystem Restoration with Reduced Golf Course Area:  The river would be restored and the golf course would be reduced with all golf on the east side the river. 

4. River Stabilization:  The existing river banks would be stabilized and the golf course and park would be unchanged.

5. River and Meadow Ecosystem Restoration with no Golf Course:  The river would be restored and the golf course removed.
For four years the Parks Department documents stated that Alternative 2—including moving up to nine holes of the golf course into Washoe Meadows State Park—was its preferred option.  Recently, the Parks Department changed its website to modify the project title and attempted to delete references to any single “preferred option.”

Issues

Issues with the proposal to move the golf course into the Park have been outlined by Washoe Meadows Community documents provided in response to the NOP. The issues include the following unfavorable conditions that Alternative 2 would trigger: 

· Fragmentation of the Washoe Meadows State Park

· Disruption of wildlife corridors

· Damage to unique fen/wetland area

· Alignment of the golf course along an increased segment of the river

· Disturbing and / or covering over pre-historic sites

· Transformation of wildlife habitat to a heavily managed golf course with non-native greens, paved paths, pesticide, herbicide and fertilizer use.

· Potential increase in the total area and length of golf course fairways at the expense of the Park. 
Other areas of concern with the proposal for Alternative 2 include:

· The project goals include maintenance of the revenue level of the golf course, even though golfing is in decline as a recreational activity. Instead, lower impact forms of recreation such as hiking and snowshoeing are increasing.

· The proposal involves making major changes to an undeveloped park that does not yet have a General Plan.

· There are concerns about water sources for the golf course irrigation and golf course facilities. The golf course is already using water diverted from the Upper Truckee River.  Any new well could harm the river and meadow ecosystems in the Park including fish habitat and its unusual fens.

· Alternative 2 was too narrowly defined.  Other options for reconfiguring the golf course on the East side of the river should be explored.
Current Schedule

The draft EIR was originally scheduled for summer 2007, but the latest information indicates it will be issued in August 2010.

Support Status

The Washoe Meadows Community was formed in 2006 to protect Washoe Meadows State Park (www.washoemeadowscommunity.org).  WMC includes almost 300 park users, residents, visitors and others who want to preserve the park.  The organization’s goals include protecting Washoe Meadows State Park from the golf course invasion and finding alternate funding to restore the river. 

WMC has national and state support, including Defense of Place (http://www.defenseofplace.org/index.php) and a number of other conservation organizations.

Lead Agencies on Project

The lead agencies on the project are:

1) State of California, Department of Parks & Recreation, Sierra District 
2) Tahoe Regional Planning Agency
3) United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of Reclamation.
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